
R u per t b o w en

a n d  th a t’s  b e e n  ru n n in g  fo r a b o u t 1 6  y e a rs . T h e  o rig in s  o f th e  p ro g ra m  c a m e  
o u t o f th e  Iris h  p o lic e  fo rc e . T h e y  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  s a id  th a t th e y  
n e e d e d  s o m e  h e lp  w ith  th is  n e w  th in g  c a lle d  c o m p u te r fo re n s ic s . S o  I’d  s a y  
th a t g o e s  b a c k  a  lo n g  w a y. It e v o lv e d  o u t o f th a t a n d  b e c a m e  a  m a ste r ’s  
p ro g ra m  a b o u t 1 6  y e a rs  a g o . 

U n iq u e ly, it’s  fo c u s e d  o n  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t. It’s  re stric te d  to  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t U n iq u e ly, it’s  fo c u s e d  o n  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t. It’s  re stric te d  to  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t 
o ffi c e rs  a n d  it’s  a ls o  d e liv e re d  o n lin e . W h a t th a t m e a n s  is  w e ’v e  b e e n  a b le  to  
re c ru it stu d e n ts  fro m  a ll o v e r th e  w o rld  n o w , fro m  7 0  c o u n trie s . I th in k  to d a y  
w e ’v e  h a d  o v e r 1 ,5 0 0  stu d e n ts  a n d  g ra d u a te s , in c lu d in g  a  lo t fro m  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s . W h a t h a p p e n e d  w a s  w e  in i a lly  g o t a  c o u p le  o f stu d e n ts  fro m  th e  U S  
w h o  w e re  p re p a re d  to  c o m e  to  Ire la n d  fo r th e ir e x a m s , in c lu d in g  D e t. C in d y  
M u rp h y  fro m  th e  M a d is o n , W I P o lic e  D e p a rtm e n t. S h e  s p re a d  th e  w o rd  in  th e  
U S , a n d  w e  e n d e d  u p  h a v in g  a  p o r o n  o f o u r e x a m s  ta k e  p la c e  in  M a d is o n . 
T h e n  it s p re a d  fro m  th e re . W e  sta rte d  w ith  5 0  stu d e n ts  a n d  n o w  w e  h a v e  
a b o u t 3 0 0  stu d e n ts  e a c h  y e a r s o . It’s  a  b ig  p ro g ra m  a n d  w e ’v e  d e v e lo p e d  a  lo t 
o f stu d e n ts  fro m  th e  U S  a n d  C a n a d a . W e  o p e n e d  a n  e x a m  c e n te r in  n o rth e rn  
V irg in ia , a n d  n o w  h a v e  a n  e x a m  c e n te r in  O a w a  w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  P o lic e  
C o lle g e . I sta rte d  c o m in g  to  IA C IS  a  fe w  y e a rs  a g o  a n d  fu n n ily  e n o u g h , m e t a  
lo t o f o u r g ra d u a te s  h e re  a s  w e ll fro m  a ll a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . M a n y  o f th e m  a re  
w o rk in g  a s  ro w  c o a c h e s  a n d  in stru c to rs . S o m e  o f th e m  a re  d o in g  th e  B C F E  
c o u rs e  a n d  s o  o n . T h e y  th e n  a p p ly  s o  th e y  c a n  g e t c re d its  fo r th e ir w o rk  w ith  c o u rs e  a n d  s o  o n . T h e y  th e n  a p p ly  s o  th e y  c a n  g e t c re d its  fo r th e ir w o rk  w ith  
IA C IS . T h a t’s  w h y  I k e e p  c o m in g  b a c k  b e c a u s e  it’s  s u c h  a  fa n ta s c  e v e n t. It 
re a lly  is  u n b e lie v a b le , u n iq u e  re a lly. W h a t a n  e x p e rie n c e  to  s e e  th a t ro o m  w ith  
4 0 0  p e o p le  g e n g  tra in e d . 
 

It’s  a  v e ry  la rg e  g ro u p , a n d  it’s  fa s c in a n g  to  b e  a b le  to  m e e t s o  m a n y  p e o p le  It’s  a  v e ry  la rg e  g ro u p , a n d  it’s  fa s c in a n g  to  b e  a b le  to  m e e t s o  m a n y  p e o p le  
fro m  a ll a ro u n d  th e  w o rld ; to  b e  a b le  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  y o u  a n d  th e  
c o lle g e  a n d  b e  a b le  to  g e t th a t a d d i o n a l tra in in g  a n d  e d u c a o n  th a t is  re a lly  
n e c e s s a ry  fo r th is  fi e ld . It is  a lw a y s  c h a n g in g  a n d  e v e ry th in g  is  a lw a y s  
u p d a n g .  It’s  a  stru g g le , w e ll n o t a  stru g g le  b u t a  c h a lle n g e , to  k e e p  1 8  
d iff e re n t c o u rs e s  w e  h a v e  in  o u r m a ste r ’s  p ro g ra m  u p  to  d a te . T h e  c o u rs e s  a re  
ta u g h t la rg e ly  b y  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o ffi c e rs  w ith  a  c o u p le  o f a d ju n c t fa c u lty  
fro m  in d u stry, a n d  le d  b y  tw o  p ro fe s s o rs  fro m  o u r u n iv e rs ity  p lu s  a  p ro fe s s o r fro m  in d u stry, a n d  le d  b y  tw o  p ro fe s s o rs  fro m  o u r u n iv e rs ity  p lu s  a  p ro fe s s o r 

w o u ld  yo u  lik e to  ta lk  a
little a b o u t th e co lleg e
a n d  th e pr o g r a m ?

W h at A r e th e Pr er eq u isites to  en ter  th e pr o g r a m ?

D o  yo u  g et cr ed it fo r  h avin g  yo u r  IA CIS CFCE?

W h at co sts a r e a sso ciated  w ith  th e pr o g r a m ?

L ilia  H e rd e g e n
2 0 2 4  IA C IS  C o n fe re n c e  H o s t

U n iq u ely, it’s fo cu sed  o n  law  en fo r cem en t. It’s
r estr icted  to  law  en fo r cem en t o fficer s a n d  it’s a lso
d eliver ed  o n lin e. W h at th at m ea n s is w e’ve b een  a b le
to  r ecr u it stu d en ts fr o m  a ll o ver  th e w o r ld  n o w ,

fr o m  7 0  co u n tr ies.”

“

T h a n k  y o u  v e ry  m u c h  fo r h a v in g  
m e . U n iv e rs ity  C o lle g e  D u b lin  is  
a  la rg e  u n iv e rs ity  b a s e d  in  
Ire la n d , in  D u b lin . W e  b e g a n  in  
1 8 3 0  o r s o , w h e re  w e  h a v e  a  
la rg e , le a fy  c a m p u s  ju st s o u th  
o f th e  c ity, w h ic h  is  a  lo v e ly  
p la c e  to  w o rk . W e  a ls o  h a v e  th is  
m a ste r ’s  p ro g ra m  in  fo re n s ic  
c o m p u n g , w h ic h  is  w ith in  th e  
S c h o o l o f C o m p u te r S c ie n c e ,

fro m  P a c e  U n iv e rs ity  in  N e w  Y o rk . S o , it’s  a  b ig  te a m  te a c h in g  it. T h e  lo v e ly  
th in g  a b o u t c o m in g  h e re  to  O rla n d o  is  th a t I g e t to  m e e t s o m e  o f o u r stu d e n ts  
a n d  g ra d u a te s  b e c a u s e  th is  is  a n  o n lin e  p ro g ra m . W e  d o n ’t a c tu a lly  s e e  th e m  
th a t o e n . T h e y  c o m e  fo r e x a m s  in  D u b lin  s o m e m e s . T o d a y  I’v e  m e t 1 5  o f 
o u r stu d e n ts  a n d  g ra d u a te s . It’s  re a lly  n ic e  to  s e e  th e m . S o m e  o f th e m  a re  
in stru c n g  a s  ro w  c o a c h e s  a n d  th e y  b rin g  p e o p le  a n d  th e y  re c o m m e n d  th e  
c o u rs e  to  p e o p le  s o  th a t’s  fa n ta s c . I’v e  h e a rd  n o th in g  b u t g o o d  th in g s  a b o u t 
it re a lly. It’s  a  g re a t o p p o rtu n ity  fo r s u re . T h e y  s a y  w h y  th e y  d id  it a n d  w h a t 
th e y  g o t o u t o f it w h ic h  y o u  w o u ld n ’t n o rm a lly  h e a r. P e o p le  te ll sto rie s  a b o u t 
h o w  I’d  h e lp  th e m  g e t a  jo b , fo r e x a m p le . P e o p le  h a v e  lo ts  o f d iff e re n t 
m o v a o n s  fo r d o in g  a  m a ste r ’s  a t d iff e re n t sta g e s  o f th e ir c a re e rs . Y o u ’v e  g o t 
to  re m e m b e r th a t th is  p ro g ra m  is  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o n ly. T h e  ty p ic a l stu d e n t is  
n o t 2 2 , th e y ’re  3 7 . T h e y ’re  k in d  o f e a rly, m id -c a re e r a n d  s o m e  o f th e m  la te r in  
th e ir c a re e rs . T h e y  m ig h t b e  d o in g  it to  g e t p ra c c a l k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k ills  in  
a re a s  th a t th e y  m a y b e  h a v e  g a p s  in . S o  th a t’s  o n e  re a s o n  w h y  th e y  d o  it. If 
th e y ’re  a  b it fu rth e r o n  in  th e ir c a re e r th e y  w o u ld  fi n d  th a t it’s  re a lly  u s e fu l to  th e y ’re  a  b it fu rth e r o n  in  th e ir c a re e r th e y  w o u ld  fi n d  th a t it’s  re a lly  u s e fu l to  
g e t v a lid a o n  o f th e ir e x is n g  s k ills  fro m  a  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  g a in  c o n fi d e n c e  in  
th e ir a b ili e s . O th e r p e o p le  s a y  th a t th e y  re a lly  g e t a  lo t o f b e n e fi ts  b e c a u s e  
th e y  m e e t p e o p le  fro m  o th e r fo rc e s  in  o th e r c o u n trie s  th ro u g h  th e  p ro g ra m  
w h ic h  is  re a lly  u s e fu l. It h e lp s  s e e in g  h o w  p e o p le  d o  th in g s  in  o th e r c o u n trie s  
b u t a ls o  to  m a k e  p ro fe s s io n a l c o n ta c ts  w h ic h  c a n  b e  u s e fu l in  in v e s g a o n s . 
S o  y e a h , it’s  g o o d  to  h e a r th a t. 

T h e  fi rst a n d  m o st im p o rta n t c o n s id e ra o n  is  th a t th e y ’re  w o rk in g  fo r a  la w  T h e  fi rst a n d  m o st im p o rta n t c o n s id e ra o n  is  th a t th e y ’re  w o rk in g  fo r a  la w  T h e  fi rst a n d  m o st im p o rta n t c o n s id e ra o n  is  th a t th e y ’re  w o rk in g  fo r a  la w  
e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c y, a n d  fo r u s , la w  e n fo rc e m e n t is n ’t ju st p o lic e . It c o u ld  b e  
a  g o v e rn m e n t d e p a rtm e n t o r a g e n c y  lik e  ta x  re v e n u e , b o rd e r c o n tro l, o r 
re g u la to ry  e n fo rc e m e n t. A s  lo n g  a s  th e y ’re  w o rk in g  in  a n  o rg a n iza o n  lik e  
th a t, th a t’s  th e  m o st im p o rta n t th in g . M o st p e o p le  a c tu a lly  h a v e  a n  
u n d e rg ra d u a te  d e g re e , b u t th e y  d o n ’t n e e d  to  h a v e  o n e . If th e y ’v e  a lre a d y  g o t 
la w  e n fo rc e m e n t e x p e rie n c e , w e  a c c e p t th a t in  lie u  o f h a v in g  a n  
u n d e rg ra d u a te  d e g re e . 
 

W e ll, a  lo t o f p e o p le  a re  v e ry  a ra c te d  to  th e  p ro g ra m  b e c a u s e  w e  o ff e r 
c re d its  fo r p rio r le a rn in g . T h e  IA C IS  c e r fi c a o n s  a n d  tra in in g  c lo s e ly  a lig n  
w ith  th e  v a lu e s  w e  h o ld  a t U C D  D u b lin , w h ic h  u l m a te ly  re d u c e s  th e  a m o u n t 
o f w o rk  th e  stu d e n ts  h a v e  to  p e rfo rm  to  e a rn  th e ir m a ste r ’s . 

T h e  tu i o n  fe e s  a re  v e ry  re a s o n a b le , a n d  w e  k e e p  it re a s o n a b le  b e c a u s e  w e  T h e  tu i o n  fe e s  a re  v e ry  re a s o n a b le , a n d  w e  k e e p  it re a s o n a b le  b e c a u s e  w e  
k n o w  o v e r h a lf o f o u r stu d e n ts  p a y  fe e s  th e m s e lv e s . T u i o n  is  a b o u t $ 6 ,0 0 0  
U S  p e r y e a r o v e r tw o  y e a rs , p a rt- m e . S o , th e  to ta l tu i o n  fe e s  y o u  w o u ld  b e  
p a y in g  w ill b e  a ro u n d  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  U S  a t th e  m o m e n t d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  e x c h a n g e  
ra te . In  a d d i o n  to  th a t, th e re  w o u ld  b e  th e  c o sts  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  tra v e lin g  to  
a n  e x a m  c e n te r o n c e  p e r y e a r, in  re g a rd s  to  tra v e l a n d  a c c o m m o d a o n s . W e  
d o  n o t c h a rg e  fo r th e  e x a m s . B u t, th a t’s  it, $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  U S  o v e ra ll. T h e  c o sts  a re  
v e ry  c o m p e v e  w ith  o th e r p ro g ra m s  a v a ila b le  in  th e  s a m e  fi e ld  o f stu d y.v e ry  c o m p e v e  w ith  o th e r p ro g ra m s  a v a ila b le  in  th e  s a m e  fi e ld  o f stu d y.

U n ive rsity C o lle g e  D u b lin

S p o tlig h t In te rvie w  w ith
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